Jews for Marriage Equality (J4ME)

GUIDE FOR THE OUTREACH VOLUNTEER
1. Using the Rabbi Intro Letter (see page 2) as a template, email the Rabbi(s) requesting their support. Put “Jews for Marriage Equality” in subject heading. Attach clergy statement, temple bulletin and/or “18 Things to Do”, available at    http://www.jewsformarriageequality.org.
2. In parallel, telephone the Rabbi(s) to chat (referencing the email) and/or or set up an appointment.

3. Meeting or Chatting with Rabbi 

· Bring with you a J4ME folder to give to the Rabbi. Folder should include: calendar, the clergy statement, sample temple bulletin, cards, and brochure.
· Share with the Rabbi(s) why you support marriage equality and how it will affect you personally.
· Ask the Rabbi(s) the following:

a. Will s/he and fellow clergy sign the Clergy Statement? Inform her/him that the statement will be public. If so, set deadline of ______ for her/him.

b. Will her/his synagogue print the sample bulletin article or “18 Things To Do” or both?  If so, set deadline of ______.

c. Will her/his synagogue endorse J4ME? If so, set deadline of ________.

d. Will an educational event at a Shabbat service be allowed? If so, set time and date. Also, ask the following:

i. Are speakers wanted? 

1. Number of speaker preference?

2. Type of speaker preference?

ii. Will s/he and/or fellow clergy speak for marriage equality from the bimah?

iii. Does s/he know of 2-5 congregants (Congregation Volunteers) willing to help with this event? If not, who would know?

4. Send a follow-up email, using the Rabbi Action Letter (page 3) as a template, thanking the Rabbi for his time and support and repeating our requests for action. Don’t forget to substitute your mailing address for the signed Clergy statement before sending!
5. Find and contact the 2-5 congregants (Congregation Volunteers) willing to help with event. Define the event goal and overall process, solicit their ideas, and make sure they can attend a Congregation Volunteer training (email info@jewsformarriageequality.org for current schedule/location). 
6. Keep track of your progress with the Congregation Checklist (page 4). 
RABBI INTRO LETTER

To: Rabbi --------
Subject: Jews for Marriage Equality

Jews for Marriage Equality is a coalition of local synagogues, organizations, Rabbis, and laypeople, including the Union for Reform Judaism, Pacific Southwest Region; Jewish Reconstructionist Federation; National Council of Jewish Women; Los Angeles Hillel; Workmen’s Circle; and distinguished Conservative Rabbis such as Harold Schulweis, Ed Feinstein and Elliot Dorff. 

Our goal is to educate the Jewish community of Southern California about the importance of marriage equality.
Among the things we will need over the next several weeks and months include your signature on our Clergy statement (attached), an article in your congregation’s newsletter (attached), a personal statement of your support from the bimah (we have trained speakers available to assist), and volunteers to work on solidifying support for Jews for Marriage Equality among members of your congregation. 

If you have any questions about any of this, I will be happy to talk with you, either over the phone, by email or in person, whichever is the best for you. Please refer to our Web site – http://www.jewsformarriageequality.org – for additional information.

Sincerely, 

RABBI ACTION LETTER

Hi Rabbi --------
Thank you for being supportive of marriage equality.  

Jews for Marriage Equality is a coalition of local synagogues, organizations, Rabbis, and laypeople, including the Union for Reform Judaism, Pacific Southwest Region; Jewish Reconstructionist Federation; National Council of Jewish Women; Los Angeles Hillel; Workmen’s Circle; and distinguished Conservative Rabbis such as Harold Schulweis, Ed Feinstein and Elliot Dorff. 

Our goal is to educate the Jewish community of Southern California about the importance of marriage equality.
At this point, we are asking you for 3 things:

1. ASAP, please identify one or two of your members who you know are supportive of marriage equality and would be willing to serve as volunteers within your congregation.  Once identified, we will invite them to attend a 2-hour training.   They will then be prepared to continue the education of the rest of the congregation.
2. Please print, sign and mail the attached Clergy Statement to JEWS FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY, 3421 Castlewoods PL, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403.  Once received, your name and congregation will be added to our list of supporters on our Web site   (http://www.jewsformarriageequality.org) . 

3. Incorporate supporting articles in your temple communications to educate your congregants.  Attached are samples ready to be included in your bulletin, for example.

We hope to start with just a few synagogues and then expand to include as many congregations as we can.

If you have any questions about any of this, I will be happy to talk with you, either over the phone, by email or in person, whichever is the best for you.  Please refer to our Web site – http://www.jewsformarriageequality.org – for additional information.

Again, thank you for your support.
CONGREGATION CHECKLIST
CLERGY STATEMENT SIGNED                                         YES         REFUSED

BULLETIN ARTICLE PRINTED                                          YES         REFUSED

CONGREGATION ENDORSEMENT RECEIVED            YES          REFUSED

EDUCATIONAL EVENT DATE SET                                   YES         REFUSED

      DATE: ___________ TIME: __________

CLERGY WILL SPEAK FROM BIMAH                             YES         REFUSED

WHICH ONES? __________________________________

               SPEAKERS WANTED?                                                          YES         NO


 (email to speakers@jewsformarriageequality.org)




  HOW MANY? ________ WHAT TYPE? ____________________________

CONGREGANT VOLUNTEERS CHOSEN                          YES 

1. NAME ____________________ EMAIL: ____________________

                              PHONE: _________________WILLING TO  ________________________

2. NAME ____________________ EMAIL: ____________________

                                          PHONE: _________________WILLING TO  ________________________

3. NAME ____________________ EMAIL: ____________________

                                  PHONE: _________________ WILLING TO  ________________________

4. NAME ____________________EMAIL: ____________________

                                         PHONE: __________________ WILLING TO  ________________________

5. NAME ____________________ EMAIL: ____________________

                             PHONE: __________________WILLING TO  ________________________

IN THE FOLLOWING ORDER, MY EVENT WILL INCLUDE: 

          Background information on ballot initiatives to be given by ____________________

          General information on J4ME and its goals to be given by _____________________

          J4ME Informational Folders distributed by _________________________________

          Speaker stories shared by ________________________________________________   

          Q&A from audience

          Supportive sermon(s) from the following clergy:_____________________________

          Other: ________________________________________________________________

          Other: ________________________________________________________________

www.jewsformarriageequality.org


